
Public Comments October 7 – 22, 2013 
 

I’m in support of the WRNS Bridge museum – the purpose and concept come from the right place – 

giving back to the community and serving a higher purpose.   

Bridge has my vote! 

Regards, 

Julie Satterwhite 

 

Would LOVE to be able to visit this museum! I was raised from a very young age to love Star Wars, and 

still do today! Can't wait for this museum!! 

Karis Krieger 

 

 

I would like to take a brief moment to voice my support for The Lucas Cultural Arts Museum. 
 
Mr. Lucas has arguably produced, written and directed some of the most influential films of this century!  
His contributions to changing HOW films are made is staggering and his generosity to others is beyond 
reproach! 
 
I would opine that The Lucas Cultural Arts Museum has the potential of being one of the most successful 
ventures for the Presidio and a positively influential destination for many generations to come. 
 
Thank you kindly, 
Sincerely, 
John Burns 
 

 
I would like to cast my approval for the Lucal Cultural Arts Museum. Star Wars has had such a huge 

impact on American culture and a permanant display housing the art and costumes used in the films 

would be greatly appreciated by the many fans of the franchise. A new generation of Star Wars fans is 

ready to learn more about the movies and characters they love so dearly. 

Thanks for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Mehler 

 

 

My name is Tom Olsen, my wife, son and I travel on a regular basis to California and we would love to 

see  Lucas Cultural Arts Museum at the sight that Mr. Lucas propose. I just want to say that we support 
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Yours sincerely 

Tom Olsen 

 

 

George Lucas clearly deserves this due for a museum in his honor, given the enormous cultural impact 
he's had in US and world culture over the last 36 years. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrew Clark 
 

 
I support George Lucas' Cultural Arts Museum.  I would make a minimum of an annual trip to the area 

just to visit as would a lot of fans.  This would be great for the city! 

Aaron Kent 

 

 

I am in favor of LCAM for the great imagination of George Lucas is a huge inspiration for my dream of 
becoming a film director. I believe that opening a museum will inspire younger generation who has 
never heard of Star Wars and create hope for the future 
 

Juan Diego Colina 

 

 

A permanent exhibition of all the art involved in the making of Star Wars would be definitely a reason 

for me to return to your beautiful city that I had the chance to visit on my honeymoon. Star Wars is a 

cultural landmark worldwide.  

 

 Thanks for considering my view! 

Cheers,  

Antonio Díaz 

 

 

To whom it may concern,  

    I would like to see Lucas Cultural art museum because of "Star Wars" past cultural influence and its 

growing influence as more artists participate with their interpretation. 

 

   All three proposals sound good. LCAM covers both San Francisco, the U.S. and people in other 

countries. People who build their own costumes, write their own stories and expand upon the "Star 

Wars" base story. 
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   LCAM can be more than just “Star Wars”. There are other Lucas movies, physics of “Star Wars” 

explained, as well as why so many creatures in the movie still resemble earth creatures to help educate 

the public and get people wondering.  

   Based on the LCAM appeal, a LCAM museum seems the most economically viable. Lastly, LCAM  has 

brand appeal as a known attraction for tourists.  

    If you have any questions or would like additional information please feel free to ask.  

Kind regards, 

Allen Shepard 

 

 

I would like to see the LCAM become a reality. Thank you.  
 
Chris Butterworth 
 

 

I would like to support the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum! 

Thanks, 

Rick 

 

 

I would like to see the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum built. I would love to come see it, as well as visit with 

my kidney recipient while visiting California.  

Barry  

 

 

I cannot imagine a better fit for the Presidio than the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum.  What better way to 

bring the cultural arts to the area than with the fantastic art work and imagination of George Lucas.  Mr. 

Lucas has contributed so much to the appreciation of art and the growth of imagination.  What better 

way to bring a useful cultural center to San Francisco than by the very art that helped shape a 

generations appreciation for the visual arts. 

The proposal of a fusion between classic art pieces, children's art, digital art, model art, and an 

interactive section will ensure this cultural arts center will be drawing attendees throughout the year, 

and for years to come. 

 

Sal Attinello 
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http://www.presidio.gov/about/Pages/commissary-lucas-cultural-arts-museum.aspx


WE have an urban park with spectacular views and the ability to interact with nature and we are 

considering putting a center there whose main access is looking at a computer screen?  Irony?   

Tech rules? 

Why not put it in Yosemite?   

It isn't that the Lucas Center isn't a stunning, brilliant option, it is that the site is wrong.  This Center 

needs to be in a transportation hub area where people from the south and east bay can regularly 

visit.  It is part of the reason that the Exploratorium moved.   

R Lee 

 

 

I hope the committee isn’t “snowed” by all the comments PRO-Lucas on your website….they’re clearly 

robo-entries.  Do we think any of them have actually been to Crissy Field? 

 

Again (I’ve sent a previous email) I want to reiterate that this location on Crissy Field is not appropriate 

for the Lucas museum.  In my last email (sent after the first presentations), I was rightly critical of the 

fact that Lucas didn’t actually have a building to view, a fact that was a major concern. 

 

Now that he has presented a building….wow! how bad can it get!  I cannot believe anyone with any 

sense of the 21st C. and the ORIGINAL idea for the army post being turned into a PARK could even begin 

to accept the Lucas proposal. 

 

Kathleen McKenna 

 

 

We would love to see the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum project go through! 

Thank you for the consideration of my input. 

Michael 

 

I have viewed all the proposals and the Lucas Center blows me away. It has a majestic and welcoming 
grand entrance to a building that evokes the history of San Francisco yet is a house of learning which 
uses cutting edge technology to encourage learning by looking forward. Using cultural icons as an entry 
point for learning can not be matched by anyone. 
 
It will combine this in one place with an art collection, the type of which many, perhaps most, people 
don't even know exist. The Rockwell collection alone brings in a whole part of American History that our 
youth know nothing about, yet it covers a period that shows the development of America. His work are 
snapshots of daily life and beliefs that describe how we got here. Or maybe idealistic dreams we once 
had of what we could be as Americans. 
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How better to combine the past and future than under one roof. It will inspire and be great fun for 
adults and children. It will encourage interaction between parents and children all of us (mostly) who 
have been inspired by the world Lucas created. 

It is truly a destination that will bring people back and back again. It will be a "must see" part of SF and 
bring people into the Presidio. They will learn of and enjoy our main post, learn of our history and enjoy 
Crissy Field and one of the most beautiful places and views any city has to offer.  
 
Combining Disney and Lucas in one place is a place for dreams and memories.  
 
I see a lot of support for the Presidio Exchange, which I agree has very good ideas, but they are just that, 
ideas of what they might be able to do with no real developed expectation of sustainability. It has a 
vision of who the target audience is, yet this city has many venues for similiar work and presentations 
already, many underused. Their center is then in a 'modern" building with lots of glass and sharp angles 
which has nothing to do with its surroundings or San Francisco. And there is the parking lot. This project 
will brings people to the Presidio, mostly in cars due to the real lack of public transportation, and will 
also be a part of the visual effect of the PX.  
 
I can't wait to be a charter member of the Lucas Center. 

Joyce Lively 

 

After studying the three final proposals, I support the Lucas proposal even though I have and continue to 
enjoy many of the benefits that the Conservancy has overseen during the development of the Presidio 
National Park. All three proposals meet the basic environmental and educational requirements goals of 
the park and are well documented in their proposals. I will address the considerations that influence my 
decision.  

1. The Presidio is more than just a national park. It played an important role in the defense of our 
country and its legacy is found in the museums and monuments that are on the site. It is fitting 
that it should aim to attract as many visitors as possible. While the location of the Presidio 
facilitates decisions primarily by bay area residents, it is not a bay area park and national 
interest should be the primary consideration. The Conservancy’s unspecified programs are 
designed to benefit bay area residents. It has successfully implemented visual and 
environmental goals. but it has not drawn a vast cross section of mainstream visitors, including 
many from the bay area.  

2. The Presidio is currently a beautiful and environmentally friendly oasis. But its development has 
benefited the 1 percent, who are well heeled and can afford to live within the Presidio or in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. In fact, the Presidio seems to be an exclusive park managed by 
the 1 percent for the 1 percent. The program goals in the current and prior Conservancy 
proposals have not adequately attracted the 99%, consisting of those with low income, and 
especially ethnic minorities of which the most glaring is the absence of Afro-American, Latinos 
and Asian families visiting the Presidio. Many from the 99% are not attracted to the outdoors 
or to vague programs, no matter how well intented. Many from this group prefer an indoor area 
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where they can indulge in fun activities and, thus, can be exposed to the learning and creativity 
that are offered.  

3. The global economy and competition for attention and resources are irreversible. Such a future 
necessitates an open mind and creativity. Some institutions are adjusting to the need to modify 
traditional practices to attract more visitors. The Academy of Sciences in San Francisco has 
modified its pure science approach and offers a mix to include “theme park” offerings. The 
Presidio should adopt a similar practical approach, free from pure ideologue.  

4. The Lucas proposal is the only proposal that is financially sound. Its appeal is universal.  The 
Conservancy proposal will require continuing funding challenges and will compete with other 
excellent and well established institutions that offer similar programs, all of which are struggling 
to remain afloat.  

 
Sincerely, 
Margie Hom Brown 
 

 
I live in the Richmond District of San Francisco - 4 blocks from the Presidio. Few people, I would guess, 

enjoy more often then myself the existing amenities the Presidio has to offer - hiking trails, beaches, 

Crissey Field - the sense of peace and quiet in a busy city. Recently, an organization in my area of the 

city, many of whom live closer to the Presidio then even myself, voted 11-0 with one abstention, to 

support the Conservancy plan for the Commissary building. The Conservancy plan, as I understand the 

proposal, would continue to support and enlarge the very aspects of the Presidio I so enjoy today, albeit 

in an indoor environment. 

I believe, however, the Conservancy plan has a flaw. The Presidio is not a backyard for the residents of 

San Francisco. It is a mixed use National Park. People visiting the Presidio from the greater Bay Area and 

across the US, might well have a reasonable expectation that their interests will be addressed in the 

future development of the Presidio They may gravitate more toward existing and future indoor activities 

which can offer displays of interest, together with educational opportunities, that do not directly 

address conservation issues.  The Lucas proposal would meet those expectations. 

Royal Brown 

 

 
I'd very much like to see the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum built in the Presidio.  The style of the building 

fits right in with the Bay Area.  This museum would add greatly to the Bay Area's cultural 

attractions.  Mr. Lucas is personally funding this project.  It's a no-brainer.  Build the Lucas Cultural Arts 

Museum for all of us to enjoy now and in the future. 

Thanks. 

Diana Thewlis 

 

Students at the Academy of Art University would flock to that museum as would all the very many artists 

and fans in the area.  
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Thanks for your response. 

Diana Thewlis. 

 

I would like to see the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum selected for the site at the Mid-Crissy field in the 

Presidio.  I have lived in the Bay Area for decades and believe that the Lucas Cultural Arts Museum 

would be a fantastic addition to the Presidio.  A museum that sparks the curiosity and imagination of 

young and old alike would be a welcome addition. 

Sincerely, 

Bob Atwood 

 

 

You asked for comments. 

It is beyond me why you want to evict Sports Basement to allow room you another "community 

resource".  It can't be because Sports Basement is a store / business.  There are several stores, gyms, 

even a swimming school that face Crissy Field. 

Sports Basement is a great "Community Resource".  There are always folks there.  My two cents says it is 

an excellent use of the space. 

Peace, 

Bob 

 

 

Please take seriously the proposal put forth by Golden Gate Parks Conservancy to transform the PX 

building and site to the community driven and citizen accessible proposal for the Presidio 

Exchange.  Look at the quality of the projects spearheaded by the Conservancy.  They are unmatched for 

their relevance, their relationship to the site and for their creativity.   They are not private domains of 

wealthy entrepreneurs.  They are designed and planned for community involvement and access for 

all.   Isn't this the desired outcome for a unique site such as this. 

Please approve. 

Nancy Stone 

 

 

I would be sad to see the site of Sports Basement become a Lucas Arts site. San Anselmo just put in a 

lovely pocket park thanks to Lucas with a Yodo and another character statue and while great for the first 

day it is basically empty most of the time I go by. The Presidio already has lots of Lucas buildings, which 

are extraordinary and great but not for this site. Put more Lucas where cars, transit, et al can get people 

there in great numbers, like the new Exploratorium. Crissy is a recreational outdoor park and is lovely. 

The Presidio Exchange idea of bringing in changing arts and events feels most in keeping with the 
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creativity of the SF Bay Area, Fort Mason Center, and the arms to plowshares important theme of 

repurposing the old military site in general.  

Keep it open and changing, not a fixed Lucas focus. Thanks! Jean 

 

Keep the building low impact, no stores selling more uncesssary stuff, and not another educational 

center. We already have a number of gift shops. coffee shops and plenty of educational spaces on the 

Presidio. Keep it an open space. Crissy Field is packed with people and we need more outdoor space.  

 

Return it to it's natural state.  

Thanks.  

Kathryn Hyde 

 

 

Prompted by a call out email from EHDD, I would like to voice my support for selection of the 

GGNPConservancy’s project concept for the Presidio Exchange.  Out of the several proposals, it is this 

group’s which will best invoke your mission and encourage public use of the park and its wonderful strip 

of waterfront.  As San Francisco residents, many visits to that exact area for our family over the past 15 

years would have been improved by having a gathering place a bit more grand than the Warming Hut. 

Regards, 

Conrado Vellve 

 

 

I am writing in support of the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy's proposal for the future of the 
former Commissary site at Crissy Field: The Presidio Exchange (PX). 
 
The park-like cultural hub is expertly designed, and a triumph of thoughtfulness, intelligence, creativity 
and respect. 
 
The unique public experiences afforded by this design honors the Presidio's heritage, and reflects the 
ethos of the Bay Area: creativity, challenge, community engagement, hospitality, continuous learning, 
technology and sustainability.  
 
Notwithstanding the harsh character displayed by the Lucas organization, in proposing their alternative, 
the LCAM design is an Expo-derivative that – in trying to capture moments from our past and blend-in 
with the surrounds – appears common and ordinary. A high-end San Antonio shopping mall. In terms of 
design inspiration (and, regrettably, the politicization of process) it represents the Disney-fication of 
Revival styles, in one of our city's landmark settings.  
 
The PX substantially addresses the Mid-Crissy Area Design Guidelines, and creates a well-considered 
pathway between Crissy Field and the Main Post.  
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As such, EHDD's design is a victory for San Francisco.  
 
Regards,  
Dave Miller 
 

I enthusiastically support the PX Project!!!!!   It is definitely suited to the site as a neighbor to Crissy 

Field.   

I believe that the Lucas proposal will destroy what is so special about this national landmark.  Visually 

and thematically it is inappropriate for a place of such public importance.   

As someone who loves to walk and paint in the Presidio and on Crissy Field, I would appreciate a open 

center like the PX which would certainly add to any outing. 

I urge the Trust Board not allow the vision of one individual to dominate a beautiful location.  Rather, 

the Board should support the community based and cutting edge proposal called PX proposed by 

the public serving Parks Conservancy.  It looks to the future, not to the past. 

Thank you for considering my strong endorsement of the PX. 

Sincerely, 

Mary T. Meehan 

 

 

I am writing to recommend that the Board select the Conservancy’s PX proposal. It’s combined history, 

cultural, environmental and Presidio centric programs would be an excellent enhancement to the Park’s 

visitor experience, and the preliminary architectural plan looks excellent. The Conservancy has a proven 

and distinguished record of accomplishment in the GGNRA. It’s past fund raising prowess will be in full 

evidence here as both the local community and National Park fans contribute to the success of this 

project, not only to its establishment but to its ongoing programs. 

While one can appreciate the efforts of the other two contestants, the Lucas proposal for a museum to 

house a private collection of illustrator art and deal with digital imagery has nothing to do with the 

Presidio or a National Parks experience, and the  building proposed would be a large anomaly. The other 

proposal is for a facility too narrowly focused on sustainability, and the sponsors have no record of 

effecting Presidio or National Park improvements. 

Thank you, in advance, for your favorable consideration of these comments. /s/ David P. Bancroft 
 

 
Having reviewed the 3 finalists for the former Sports Basement site I believe that the PX proposal is the 
most in tune with the Park's users. 
 
Thank you for the invaluable time & effort you all put in for this amazing Park. 
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Sincerely, 
Patrick Crogan  
 

The Presidio Exchange is clearly the best choice for the Commissary site. The site overlooking Crissy Field 

merits a contemporary program and contemporary, forward-thinking architecture. The PX proposal 

meets all the Trust's criteria and will be recognized as a landmark worthy of this spectacular site. 

Thank you, 

Michael Rice 

 

 

Please, please keep the integrity of the park. The less is more approach is best. We do not want an 
urban Disneyland in the Presidio. Fort Mason is now frat housing. The PX project should be spacious 
(land dominant). It should be integrated seamlessly into this natural site.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in. 
Ann Lafargue Balin 
 

As a Presidio resident, a former urban planner and a professional engineer, I would like to offer a vote of 

support for the Lucas proposal. His design is world class; the concept for the museum is superb and he is 

offering the best collection of illustrated art in the world.  To top it all off, he is willing to endow the 

project ($700,000,000). This is a no-brainer.  

Dr. Jim Sinclair PE 

 

 

I am in support of a PX since it is very much needed. It will be a huge asset to the area .  
Thank you  
Andrea Murphy 
 

 
I've seen the three proposals.  I guess I haven't been following closely enough because I don't 
understand why the existing building has to be torn down.  And why, if has to be torn down, it has to be 
replaced by _anything_.  
 
I thought the whole point of burying the highway was to make Crissy better communicate with the 
cemetery, both physically and visually. Why put up a building that will just be a barrier to this? 
 
John Riley 
 

 
I support the Lucas Proposal.  

Austin Conkey 
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The proposal from George Lucas for the old commissary site is by far the best use of this space of the 

ones being considered.  Lucas has a proven track record in the Presidio and can be relied on to provide a 

quality product.   The Parks Conservancy project does not have the coherent sense of direction, the 

unity of design, or the funding that the Lucas project would bring. 

John Meyers 

 

 

For many reasons, we feel that the Presidio Exchange is the best choice of the three.  It is inclusive and 

community-based, and would be a welcomed addition to the national park. 

Jane Totten and Arnold Wasserman 

 

 

I concur with everything NPS General Superintendent Frank Dean says in his letter and, if there is no 
chance for a wait and see period as recommended, believe the PX proposal is most easily modified to 
meet NPS standards and enhance Presidio values, and protect and convey its history. 
A letter by Amy Zehring indicates how that can be achieved. "While the PX proposal is the best fit of the 
three choices for this location, it tries to be too many things to too many people all at once, and in the 
process short-changes the unique elements of its National Park setting. The National Park Service’s 
Organic Act, which established the agency, includes a non-impairment mandate. This mandate requires 
the agency to 'conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects and wild life therein and to 
provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them 
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.' " 
 
All the comments supporting the Lucas development indicate those visitors would go to the Lucas 
museum wherever it is located, so there is no need or reason for it to go here.  
The site should support presentations that are about the site, as the PX's Goldworthy spiral intends to 
do.  
The PX is also somewhat ephemeral so a great fit for a tsunami inundation zone. As taxpayers, we do not 
want to be held libel for a priceless Lucas art collection. As much as Lucas says it will be fully endowed, 
history shows nothing ever is, and the building and collection would one day end up being a tax payer 
burden. 
Lucas development has already obscured one important vista with several big empty office buildings, 
from the Letterman area looking toward the City, which gave a great sense of the Presidio as a 
sanctuary, separate from a city.  
Lucas's Chrissy Field proposal would obliterate another vista. The PX would allow for it and frame it. 
 
Sincerely, 
Terry Keim 
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I haven't followed the plans nor the process, but wouldn't it be smarter to use half the building as a truly 

revenue producing business and half as a "cultural destination," with plenty of parking for BOTH 

????    You might half to enlarge the structure, but you'd be ahead... 

 

Edward Lortz 

 

 

I support the PX proposal and feel it is the appropriate use for the Park. It is idea that fosters community 
involvement and universal use of this resource. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Eugene Gilmartin 
 

 
I have read of the exchange proposal and find it ideally designed to link the country's only National Park 
to the Bay and to the headland to the north.  Whatever goes there should first and foremost preserve 
the character and purpose of the Presidio, this wonderful and unique urban treasure.  I have read over 
the Lucas proposal and find it odd there nowhere in the long and detailed text did I find anything about 
the height of the building––five stories, reason alone, from my perspective, to reject the proposal.  We 
have museums in parks, of course, but those parks are not the Presidio.  The Lucas building, like the 
Fischer proposal, is a museum shoehorned into a rare natural space in one of the country's major cities.  
As with the Fischer Museum, I cannot imagine the traffic congestion it will bring to the arteries along 
Crissy Field, a wonderful example of Presidio preservation.  The Presidio Exchange proposal preserves 
the soul of the Presidio as it is today––a place where people can go for solace and contact with the 
natural world.  I urge you to support it.  
 
Sincerely,  
Sidney J.P. Hollister 
 
I will continue to follow this.  If you can please add one word to the first sentence:  urban.  So the 
sentence reads "...the country's only urban National Park..."    
E-mails!  Thanks and keep up the fight to preserve this priceless urban oasis.   
Regards,  
Sidney Hollister 
 

 
As a member of the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, I strongly urge the Board to select the 
Presidio Exchange (PX) proposal for the Commissary site currently occupied by the Sports Basement. 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
Steven M Clark  
 

 
I am writing in support of the Conservancy's PX proposal for the Commissary.   
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As a member of the Cow Hollow Association and as a delegate to NAPP, I have come to realize what an 

important decision this is for the Trust.  (Please note that both the Cow Hollow Association and NAPP 

support the Conservancy's proposal.) 

The Conservancy's proposal has been thoughtfully developed specifically within the parameters set by 

the Trust, and for the specific geography of the site.  It is a very exciting proposal, which is outward 

looking, in both concept and architecture.  The people who are attracted to the PX, will, in turn, be 

attracted to the park.   

The Lucas proposal, in contract, was not developed to fulfill the parameters set by the Trust, and does 

not fulfill those needs.  The Lucas facility is self-contained.  It does not relate to the park.  Those who 

come to view the art collection will be drawn in.  They will not be drawn out.   

 

Additionally, Lucas' proposal could be located anywhere.  It does not need to be in a national park. And 

for that reason, it should not be in a national park.  A national park should be reserved for park-like 

activities.   

 

A park-like activity should be a departure from the hubbub of our busy urban life.  Park-like activities 

include enjoying nature, learning about native plants, taking walks, having picnics, learning about the 

history of the area...and making a "pit stop" in a facility which teaches and encourages the park-goers in 

these endeavours.  That is the definition of the PX.  The PX is for all of us. 

Sincerely, 

Louise Bea 

 

 

I support the GGNPC's vision for the Presidio Commissary's site.  The Conservancy has done a wonderful 
job with design and fund-raising for its previous projects, all of which enhance and support the Park's 
goals.  I expect the same expertise and level of commitment in the PX development.  The other finalists 
have fine offerings but their proposals could be situated anywhere and are not related to The Presidio 
environs or its cultural or natural resources.  The Conservancy's PX proposal truly seems to bring public 
and place together in celebration of all that the Presidio and other nearby National Park sites offer.  I 
urge you to choose their proposal. 
 
Thank you for all the work you have done in ensuring that The Presidio is self-sustaining and lives up to 
its potential as a truly wonderful National Park! 
 
Sincerely, 
Cindy Shaw 
 

 
I support the PX!! 
maggie mack  
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I support Presidio Exchange proposal as best choice for former Commissary site at Crissy Field.  The 

Presidio Trust has done a wonderful job transforming the Presidio/GGNRA into a beautiful world class 

sustainable  national park, and their work should be allowed to be continued, so public can further enjoy 

the area. 

Thanks 

Helen Leong 

 

 

Thank you for considering using the former PX as a display area and inter-active forum for people learn 

about our national parks. I was recently a visitor to Austria and listened to a young Austrian guide as she 

exclaimed that she had castles but the US had their magnificent national parks! It made me very proud, 

and I wished that our people would love our parks as much. Any means possible is worthy of trying to 

achieve this. 

Thanks - 

Sarah Allday 

 

 
I believe The National Parks are a place to attract all citizens of this country,  

to enjoy the most precious natural resources, regardless of their country of Origen, 

religious beliefs, ethnicity, etc, as well as to welcome visitors from all other countries  

of the world. 

 

I think EHDD has done a superb job to create the Presidio Exchange, as part of the  

Golden Gate National Parks, where locals and visitors will have a chance to experience  

the multicultural activities from other parts of the world.   

 

The other two finalist proposals, focus on a single element of our culture, like film, 

that could be placed anywhere else in the bay area. The bay area waterfront should be,  

if possible, dedicated to the different cultural activities that are available here.  

The Presidio Exchange Proposal is in line with that concept. We are fortunate locally,  

to be able to experience one of the most diverse communities in the western United States. 

 

Thanks for your consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

Jorge Lee 
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To: Presidio Trust Board
From: Donald Green
October 22, 2013

Subject: Letter Explaining  Support for  the PX

The Conservancy proposed PX at the Commissary site appears to me to be the one 
proposal that best meets the Trust stated project goals and comports particularly well  
with the objectives of the General Management Plan. The Conservancy proposal 
responds most positively to the questions posed by Superintendent Dean compared to 
the other proposals.

The NPS letter asked which proposal best integrates its visitor experience with nearby 
park facilities, has the most  appropriate building design and  best demonstrates 
sponsor willingness to conduct programming in cooperation with the Trust and NPS. It is 
clear to me that the PX wins the contest using both the NPS criteria and the Trust 
criteria.   

The Commissary replacement building at Crissy Field is the last of four major 
development projects proposed for Trust Area B. I have sent a separate letter to the 
Board discussing three prior cases - Letterman, Public Health Service Hospital and the 
rejected Main Post Museum, and how the process used in those cases might inform the 
Board in the case of the Commissary. In the three prior cases, the Trust Board reversed 
its announced decision on the buildings and related policies. In reaching its final 
decisions the Trust acknowledged the added weight given to comments received by 
government agencies, national and local organizations. 

In the current case, it is my hope that the new Board will reflect carefully on comments 
provided by the NPS and other government agencies, and give special weight to 
opinions expressed by informed national organizations and concerned local groups. 
This has proven ultimately to be the best way for the Trust to reach a balanced decision. 

If proper weight is given to informed comments of relevant agencies and organizations I 
am certain the Conservancy Project will be the winner.
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October	  14,	  2013	  
	  
Presidio	  Trust	  Board	  of	  Directors	  
103	  Montgomery	  Street	  
San	  Francisco,	  CA	  94129	  
	  
Chair	  and	  Members	  of	  the	  Board,	  
	  
	  	  	  This	  letter	  is	  to	  express	  my	  full	  support	  of	  the	  concepts	  presented	  by	  the	  Golden	  
Gate	  National	  Parks	  Conservancy	  proposal,	  The	  Presidio	  Exchange	  (PX).	  
	  
I	  do	  not	  offer	  this	  support	  lightly,	  or	  without	  deep	  knowledge	  of	  the	  Presidio,	  the	  
Trust	  and	  the	  Presidio’s	  history.	  	  As	  a	  key	  partner	  in	  developing	  a	  Master	  Cultural	  
Plan	  for	  the	  Trust,	  many	  of	  the	  concepts	  we	  proposed	  were	  incorporated	  into	  the	  
Trust	  General	  Management	  Plan,	  including	  using	  the	  former	  commissary	  as	  a	  
cultural	  institution	  because	  of	  its	  strategic	  west	  coast	  location,	  and	  well	  before	  the	  
redesign	  of	  a	  bluff	  connecting	  the	  Main	  Post	  to	  the	  waterfront.	  This	  makes	  it	  an	  even	  
more	  strategic	  location	  now.	  	  
	  
I	  was	  the	  first	  cultural	  programs	  director	  to	  implement	  many	  of	  these	  concepts	  
under	  Craig	  Middleton.	  We	  completed	  the	  first	  restoration	  of	  the	  Officers’	  Club	  
transforming	  it	  into	  an	  exhibit	  and	  community	  space,	  café	  and	  store	  while	  launching	  
cultural	  exhibits	  unique	  to	  the	  history	  of	  the	  Presidio	  and	  the	  west	  coast.	  	  	  
	  
When	  the	  Trust	  posted	  the	  RFCP	  for	  the	  commissary,	  I	  took	  this	  once-‐in-‐a-‐lifetime	  
opportunity	  to	  assemble	  a	  strong	  team	  with	  expert	  local	  knowledge	  in	  architecture,	  
history,	  education,	  exhibitions	  and	  the	  Presidio	  itself.	  As	  you	  may	  recall,	  we	  were	  
one	  of	  the	  five	  semi-‐finalists	  who	  presented	  concepts	  to	  you	  in	  March	  of	  2013.	  	  It	  
met	  the	  stated	  objectives,	  and	  proposed	  a	  phased-‐in	  financial	  and	  project	  
development	  process,	  but	  it	  did	  not	  satisfy	  the	  request	  to	  provide	  a	  full	  financial	  
solution	  and	  therefore,	  was	  eliminated	  as	  a	  finalist.	  	  
	  
Considering	  the	  three	  proposals	  before	  the	  board,	  there	  really	  is	  only	  one	  choice.	  
The	  PX	  is	  the	  only	  proposal	  that	  offers	  a	  way	  to	  tell	  important	  history	  and	  cultural	  
stories	  of	  the	  American	  experience	  from	  the	  perspective	  of	  the	  western	  US	  and	  that	  
can	  logically	  collaborate	  with	  the	  Presidio’s	  Visitor	  and	  Heritage	  Centers,	  and	  
therefore	  is	  the	  only	  proposal	  worthy	  of	  this	  unique	  location	  at	  the	  confluence	  of	  
land,	  sea	  and	  bay	  in	  the	  epicenter	  of	  the	  western	  US	  shoreline.	  This	  location	  at	  the	  
Presidio	  is	  the	  very	  best	  place	  for	  these	  stories	  to	  be	  told.	  	  
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The	  two	  other	  proposals	  do	  not	  meet	  this	  objective:	  
	  

-‐ The	  Lucas	  collection	  can	  be	  located	  anywhere	  in	  the	  world,	  including	  the	  
former	  Exploratorium	  across	  the	  street	  from	  the	  Lucas	  Arts	  Center.	  This	  
addresses	  the	  stated	  objectives	  of	  Lucas:	  to	  be	  associated	  with	  the	  Presidio.	  	  	  
	  

-‐ A	  sustainability	  center	  is	  a	  nice	  idea,	  but	  the	  message	  already	  exists	  in	  
numerous	  locations	  like	  the	  California	  Academy	  of	  Sciences,	  and	  the	  
Monterey	  Bay	  Aquarium	  to	  name	  a	  few.	  	  Even	  OMCA	  is	  getting	  into	  a	  
sustainability	  message.	  	  
	  

The	  Conservancy’s	  proposal	  responds	  to	  all	  stated	  criteria	  and	  remains	  flexible	  for	  
programs.	  While	  it	  does	  not	  have	  the	  Lucas	  fortune	  behind	  it,	  the	  Conservancy	  offers	  
a	  solid	  record	  of	  major	  fundraising,	  plus	  decades	  of	  merit,	  trusted	  relationships	  and	  
demonstrated	  successes	  with	  the	  NPS	  and	  Trust.	  	  	  
	  
The	  simple	  financial	  solution	  is	  not	  always	  the	  best	  solution.	  This	  is	  a	  legacy	  project.	  
Please	  choose	  the	  Golden	  Gate	  National	  Parks	  Conservancy	  PX	  proposal.	  It	  is	  the	  
only	  right	  choice	  to	  make	  for	  the	  Presidio,	  for	  the	  history	  and	  culture	  of	  the	  west	  
coast	  and	  for	  history	  and	  culture	  of	  the	  US.	  
	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
Kay	  Voyvodich	  
	  
	  

cc:	  	  
	  	  	  Craig	  Middleton	  
	  	  	  Greg	  Moore	  
	  	  	  Frank	  Dean	  
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY      
Yerba Buena Chapter 
338 Ortega Street  
San Francisco, California 94122 
 
 
 
 
 
 21 October 2013 
 
 
Board of Directors, Presidio Trust   
103 Montgomery Street, PO Box 29052 
San Francisco, California 94129 (via email) 
 
RE:  Presidio Commissary site proposals 
 
The California Native Plant Society (CNPS) has been actively engaged since 1989 in 
assisting, first, the U.S. Army, then the National Park Service and Presidio Trust, in the 
mission to manage the natural resources of the Presidio.  We have been heartened by 
the many inspiring projects the National Park Service and Presidio Trust have 
instituted, with the consequence that the resources are in better shape now than they 
were 25 years ago.   
 
We place a very high value on the native organisms and processes themselves, and they 
are given extra value because of their historic nature:  It was here, in the voyages of 
Captain Vancouver in 1792 and the Rurik in 1816, that many of the type specimens of 
California plants and animals were collected.  Beyond that, the richness of the 
Presidio's legacy needs dissemination to the public, and CNPS is keen about its being 
conveyed to a broad audience.  In this regard we place great trust in the Golden Gate 
National Parks Conservancy, based on its record.  We are familiar with its PX proposal, 
its innovative nature, and its flexibility in phasing in design and implementation over a 
period of time.  That is very important in these times of volatile change, rife with 
exciting creative thinking and ideas. 
 
We hope the Trust Board will approve the Conservancy's PX proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jake Sigg, Chair 
Conservation Committee 
Yerba Buena Chapter 
338 Ortega Street 
San Francisco CA 94122 
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Public Comments October 22, 2013  
 

I am writing to express my support for the Presidio Exchange (PX) proposal for reuse of prime national 
parkland in the Presidio of San Francisco. 
 
This proposal is the only one that advances the mission critical goals of the Presidio and Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area, and is the only one that preserves and enhances the park values at Crissy 
Field. 
 
The former Commissary site at Crissy Field--in the heart of a national park--deserves a cultural 
institution that is energized by and responds to the interests and passions of all our communities. With 
its open design and its constantly changing programs, the PX is best suited to reflect the needs of all 
visitors--local and from afar. 
 
The Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy, the sponsor of the PX, has played a key role in preserving 
the Presidio and transforming Crissy Field, and is best suited to continue the revitalization of this iconic 
region. 
 
The legacy of Crissy Field and the Presidio Trust is at stake here with your upcoming decision. Thankfully, 
the PX proposal is before you, and is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to complete the reuse of nationally 
significant waterfront property. I urge you to select the PX. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
National Parks Conservation Association  

on behalf of 246 individuals. 
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